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Key Challenge in Sustainable Island
Development

Islanders, more than most other human
inhabitancs of this ‘blue’ planet, are likely 1o
recognize both the hnite nature of their physical
space and the intimare refations char they have with
the natural environment. The negative impacts of
human acivities on the latter have almost immediate
g on island people. Deforesearion, erosion and leaching of

Slimiced land arca, the loss of biodiversity, the collapse of

pntaminated lagoons, radio-active islands in the aftermath
Weapon testing, mining pollutants damaging river and
svstems, sea water inundation of fresh water lenses, tdal
.v ing sea levels and dealing with the mounting heaps of
ssuch cvencs have made islanders living in climaccally and
diverse regions of the world acutely aware chat, if their

veable’, and they have nowhere ¢lse to go. Balancing the
fines of environmental protection, social (and cultural}

8y the environmental health of iskands is a measure of the
e world. Just as all island people cannot simply relocate
glse, even if they wanted ro, 0 too, in the case of the 7 billion
;." spaceship carth- withour sustain able development- there
o go. Islands have become the coalface for the push
development. Islands act as miner's canaries, serving as
s L0 };[u't:.ul calamirties. They are now pointing \0..1“(\, m

ghange, global warming and rising sea levels are happening,

s arc often regarded as insular, with horizons limired
phic conditions. This is only partially troe as islanders
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have rich traditions of interaction with the ot
the movement of people, ideas, products and.
globalization and che network sociery, islanders I
tyranny of isolation and distance rapidly whittle #
it could be argued thar islanders have been just 3
wise chan their continental cousins, iris vital for s
of their generally fragile economy, socicry and |
alert 10 whar is happening in distant places and 10 &
to meet external challenges.
It is in this regard char the key challcngcht;
their livelihoods in the istands are not oving th
island life as this is 3 very real and almosc ime :
in as much as the threat to islands is emanati
themselves. it is critical thae istanders eng;
nerworks to share their experiences and ¢
development objectives. This will enable the
community to act to prevent the negarive ec
development chat endanger in the Rrst i
and eventually che planet as a whole. The g
and most vulnerable island states such as o
ezken the initative in this regard. wich Bre
the world over. '
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